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CINEFESTOZ BROOME 
Statement by Member for Kimberley 

MS D.G. D’ANNA (Kimberley) [12.52 pm]: The first ever CinefestOZ Broome took place this month, consisting 
of a four-day film experience that included feature film screenings, community events, Cinesnaps school visits and 
special events spread across an array of cinemas and venues. The festival showcased the importance of on-screen 
storytelling by First Nations people. As Western Australia’s inaugural First Nations film festival, we hope it will 
be the first of many. 
Film is a very accessible medium. It opens our eyes to lived experiences that many people otherwise could not 
appreciate and plays a significant role in the journey to reconciliation as a nation. One of the highlights for me was 
attending the closing night, at which Nyul Nyul and Yawuru film director Jub Clerc debuted her film Sweet As. 
The film premiered at the Melbourne International Film Festival in August and was a finalist for best film at 
the CinefestOZ film festival. Jub won a Blackmagic Design Australian Innovation Award for her work. The 
film also won the Network for the Promotion of Asia Pacific Cinema award for best Asia–Pacific film at the 
Toronto International Film Festival in September, becoming the first ever Australian film to win a NETPAC award. 
Lastly, it was recently nominated for, but did not win, unfortunately, best youth film at the Asia Pacific Screen 
Awards. Sweet As is set in the Pilbara region and follows a group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous at-risk teens on 
a photo safari camp on country. It is a story of hardships, friendships, crushes and self-discovery when on a troubled 
path. It is an amazing work and everyone should make sure they get to look at it. 

Congratulations to Jodie Bell and the CinefestOZ team. 
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